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SUBJECT: MANO RIVER UNION: STEVENS' REMARKS AT 
FIRST ANNIVERSAY CELEBRATION 

REF: MONROVIA 5742 

1. AS INVITED REFTEL, FREETOWN HAS FOLLOWING REFLEC- 
TIONS ON SEVENS' REMARKS DURING FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION OF SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF MANO RIVER 
UNION (MRU). 

2. RE STEVENS' PERHAPS ODD MENTION OF GUINEA. WE 
INCLINED BELIEVE THIS STEMS FROM A SYNDROME OF UNDOUBT- 
EDLY UNREALISTIC FEAR WHICH STEVENS AND VICE PRESI- 
DENT/PRIMIN S.I. KOROMA CONTINUE TO HOLD ABOUT WHAT 
SEKOU TOURE MIGHT DO AT ANY PARTICULAR TIME. THEY 
HAVE EVEN AT TIMES FEARED, WE ARE SURE UNREALISTICALLY, 
THAT TOURE MIGHT ATTEMPT MILITARY INTERVENTION IN 
SIERRA LEONE, A CONTINGENCY WHICH MOST OBSERVERS 
HERE BLIEVE GOSL MILITARY FORCES. ALTHOUGH SMALL, 
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ATTEMPTED. ADDITIONAL FACTOR WHICH KEEP GUINEA 
ALWAYS FAIRLY CLOSE TO SURFACE OF GOSL THINKING IS 
SORT OF HANG-OVER FROM EARLIER ATTEMPTS OF STEVENS 
AND TOURE TO BUILD SOME TYPE OF CLOSER RELATIONSHIP, 

ALL OF WHICH HAVE COME TO NOUGHT. BELIEVE STEVENS' 
STATEMENT SHOULD BE SEEN AS ATTEMPT TO DEMONSTRATE 
TO TOURE. WHO CONSIDERED A RATHER MERCURIAL FIGURE, 
THAT MRU IS NOT AIMED AGAINST HIM. WITHIN CONTEXT 
OF FACT THAT MRU DECLARED TO BE OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP 
FOR OTHER NEIGHBORING STATES, IT IS NOT STRANGE THAT 
FROM GOSL VIEWPOINT FIRST THOUGHTS SHOULD BE ON 
GUINEA, ONLY OTHER STATE BESIDE LIBERIA WITH WHICH 
SIERRA LEONE HAS COMMON BORDER. WE CAN UNDERSTAND 
WHY THIS MIGHT NOT GO DOWN WELL IN LIBERIA ON THIS 
OCCASION BUT THESE WOULD BE THE DEMENTS OF THE 
RATIONALE FOR STEVENS' COMMENTS ON 
GUINEA AS WE UNDERSTAND THEM. 

3. STEVENS' MISGIVING ABOUT RAPID AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANIZATION PROBABLY REFLECT TWO FACTORS: FACT THAT 
SIERRA LEONE HAS GREATER LAND PRESSURE THAN LIBERIA 
WITH THREE TIMES THE POPULATION IN A SMALLER AREA 

AND FACT THAT GOSL HAS HAD RECENT UNFORTUNATE EX- 
PERIENCE WITH LARGE AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR IMPORT 
PROGRAM. POOR MAINTENANCE AND OTHER PROBLEMS HAVE 
DEADLINED MANY TRACTORS, WHICH GOSL FINDS BOTH EMBAR- 
RASSING AND EXPENSIVE AND WHICH HAS BEEN A MAJOR CON- 
TRIBUTING FACTOR IN GOSL'S CURRENT RE-EMPHASIS ON 
DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL-SCALE AGRICULTURE, INCLUDING 
RECLAMATION OF SWAMP LAND INTO PADDY FIELDS WITH 
PROPER WATER CONTROL, AS MOST PROMISING MEANS 
QUICKLY INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION AND REDUCING FOOD 
IMPORT BILL. 

4. AS FOR "RE-UNIFICATION" PITCH, THIS STRIKES US 

AS MERELY PLATITUDINOUS AND PERHAPS IN SAME CLASS 
AS FONMIN LUKE'S PROPOSAL AT UNGA THAT UN BECOME A 
WORLD PARLIAMENT. SUCH EYE-CATCHING FLIGHTS OF FANCY 
PROBABLY MERELY REFLECT GOSL'S RELIZATION THAT THEY 
ARE FAIRLY SMALL FISH IN ANYBODY'S POND AND UNDER- 
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TAKEN IN SOME HOPES OF BEING MORE WIDELY NOTICED. 

5. AS CLOSING THOUGHT, IT SEEMS LIKELY TO US THAT 
STDVENS 1 COMMENTS WILL BE VIEWED DIFFERENTLY BY 
VARIOUS OBSERVERS DEPENDING ON INDIVIDUAL PERSPECTIVES. 
ACTING UNDP RESPREP FREETOWN, WHO ATTENDED CELE- 
BRATION, HAS TOLD US SHE WAS SURPRISED AND EXPTREMELY 
IMPRESSED WITH BASIC REALISM OF STEVENS' OFF-THE- 
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CUFF COMMENTS. WHILE SHE DID NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTION 
IT, IT SEEMS LIKELY TO US THAT SHE MAY HAVE BEEN 
SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO HIS MISGIVINGS ON AGRICUL- 
TURAL MECHANIZATION WHICH MIGHT APPEAR NOT HAVE 
SAME PROSPECTS OF USEFULNESS IN SIERRA LEONE AS IN 
LIBERIA WITH ITS MORE OPEN SPACES. IN ANY EVENT, 

DESPITE WHATEVER DIFFERENCES IN DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
AS MAY EXIST BETWEEN MRU PARTNERS, IT IS VERY EVI- 
DENT IN FREETOWN THAT GOSL LAYS HEAVY STORE ON 
CLOSER TIES AND JOINT DEVELOPMENT WITH LIBERIA. 

OLSON 
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